consort Parvati is said to form part of Him on the left
side, both represent one and the same God. Parvati
represents kinetic energy. (Sakti)

D: What does the form of Muruga represent?

P: Lord Muruga is also called Skanda, Subramania,
Vela, Shunmuga, Guha, Kumara and   Kartikeya.
Muruga means the Beautiful One. The Skanta Purana
says that Siva Himself took the form of Muruga to
destroy the Asura Surapadman. The Asura was trans-
formed into a cock and a peacock, Muruga used the
peacock as his vehicle and ttie cock in his flag. Destroy-
ing Asura means destroying the evil qualities in man.
Kartikeya is said to possess six heads to protect the
world in the six directions, East, West, North, South,
above and below.

D: What does the idol of Vishnu signify?

P: It is said that all things are created by the Pranava
sound 'Om' emanating from His coneh (Sangu). His
discus (Chakra) destroys Adharma or evil doers and ig-
norance in people. His protecting hand protects the
devotees. The jewel KAUSTUBAM adorning his chest
signifies that He is in the heart of everyone. His sword
called NANDAEI destroys ignorance. His GADHA
(Club) and SAEANGAM (bow) will destroy the miseries
that assail His devotees. Vishnu is said to possess the
light blue colour of the ocean and of the sky. Just like
the vast expanse of the sky Vishnu's presence is every-
where. He is sometimes described as having the colour
of the cloud. Just as the cloud gives rain that is
beneficial to living beings Lord Vishnu showers His
grace on His devotees.

D: Sir, I saw a picture of Krishna dancing on a five-headed
cobra. What does this signify?

P: This shows that if we control our five senses we will get